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Message from the President 
 

Dear Fellow MSAPMS Members, 

 

Over the past 3 years, one topic has taken the headlines in practically every 

organization dedicated to or, related to aquatics: NPDES permitting.  The 

APMS and Regional Chapters, RISE and AERF have dedicated considerable 

time to this new requirement mandated by the U.S. Courts and EPA.   
 

I would like to reflect on something more positive, and thatôs some of the 

resources we have across the Mid-South to help protect our countless ponds, 

lakes, reservoirs, rivers and streams from invasive aquatic weeds .  Most of us 

enjoy these waters bodies in our jobs and leisure time.  Practically every 

member of the MSAPMS has spent time fishing, hunting, boating or just 

relaxing on one of these waters and likely has fond memories of these 

experiences. 
 

Unfortunately, many of our ponds, lakes, and reservoirs along with some 

streams and rivers are infested with invasive aquatic weeds such as hydrilla, 

watermilfoil, and hyacinth that have been around for several decades, and now 

giant salvinia and crested floating heart have invaded several waters across the 

MidSouth.  We are fortunate to have some of the best research resources on the 

planet to develop control methods for such invasive species.  These include the 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Mississippi State University, Auburn 

University, the University of Georgia and Louisiana State University. 
 

Each of these institutions, have dedicated personnel to develop control 

techniques or determine the impact of invasive aquatic plants.  Research 

conducted by the Corps of Engineers involves all techniques; mechanical, 

biological and chemical, and has provided resources to all segments of our 

industry at some point.   Funding is uncertain for the Corp of Engineers 

Aquatic Plant Research program and many thanks to those that have contacted 

Congressmen encouraging them to continue financial support for this effort. 
 

Hydrilla is marching north and has been found in the Erie Canal in NY and as 

far north as Green Bay, WI and in the state of Maine.  The Corps of Engineers 

and Mississippi State have been working to educate those involved in aquatic 

plant management in the states of New York, Connecticut, Wisconsin and 

others with background information, as well as, ideas on how to proceed with 

control efforts to stem the spread of Hydrilla throughout the northern U.S.  The 

impacts of Hydrilla in the northern states could have many more negative 

impacts as many of these lakes have excellent populations of native aquatic 

plants that support some of the best sport fishing in the country.   

I know; I fish them as often as I can. 
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Dr. John Madsen has built facilities at Mississippi State University that are capable of conducting much needed 

research on invasive aquatic plants.  Mesocosms and greenhouse facilities are needed to study physiology of 

aquatic plants, as well as, potential control methods or techniques.  Controlled studies are needed to provide 

recommendations for initial controls, as field trials face so many variables, meaningful data can take years to 

develop.  New products, or product formulations, must be tested to determine efficacy as well.    

 

The University of Georgia is a leader in AVM (Avian Vacuolar Myelinopathy) research and has brought to light 

another impact of hydrilla on the aquatic environment thanks to Dr. Susan Wilde.   Protecting the Bald Eagle, as 

well as, other waterfowl is an important aspect of our industry: we are stewards of our water resources including 

all wildlife.  Management of hydrilla is one way of maintaining healthy populations of wildlife including fish 

and waterfowl. 

 

LSU is more than a football powerhouse although some of the MSAPMS members that are LSU alumni might 

argue that point.  Dr. Sanders has been involved in developing control methods for one of the newest invasives, 

giant salvinia.  This floating plant might be the most aggressive weed weôve ever seen in the U.S. covering 

entire water bodies in just weeks, or months. 

 

Mississippi State and Auburn Universities have long provided support for invasive species control through 

fisheries research.  Drs. Eric Dibble and Mike Maceina have conducted studies that determined that too much 

hydrilla and other invasives can actually be detrimental  to bass and other sport fisheries, in spite of bass angerôs 

belief that ñmore grass equals more bassò.  The aforementioned research, along with help from organizations 

like B.A.S.S., has helped anglers understand the impacts of invasive aquatic plants on bass and the aquatic 

environment. 

 

These are only a few of the resources we are fortunate to have in the MidSouth.  Whether youôre an aquatic 

applicator, supplier, resource manager, regulator, or employed in another field related to aquatic plant 

management, please support these resources.  They will be even more important in the future as more invasive 

aquatic plant species are found in our waters. 

 

Gerald Adrian 
President - MSAPMS 
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Minutes of the MidSouth  

Aquatic Plant Management Society 

 Annual Business Meeting 

September 19, 2012 

Renaissance Riverview Plaza Hotel 

Mobile, Alabama 

  

The meeting was called to order by President Troy 

Goldsby at 11:45 a.m. 

 

Officer Reports 

Secretaryôs Report: 

The attendance at this yearôs meeting is as follows: 

Delegates & Students:  70 

Exhibitors:  17 paid and 2 non-profit 

Guests:  5 

 

This yearôs workshop and meeting agenda were sent 

to the following 10 states for consideration of 

CEUôs:  Alabama, Georgia, Mississippi, Tennessee, 

Texas, Florida, Louisiana, North Carolina, 

Kentucky and South Carolina. The current 

membership numbers of the Society are 44 

individual and 16 Sustaining. Secretary Sherry 

Whitaker stated that minutes from the last annual 

business meeting are available at the registration 

desk if anyone is interested in looking at them. 

 

Treasurerôs Report: 

Treasurer Craig Aguillard stated that the breakdown 

of the Society finances is as follows: 

 

Business Money Market - $13,520.46 

Lifegreen Checking - $43,951.11 

Small Business CD - $32,213.38 

 

The books were audited by Jeremy Slade and 

Michael Grodowitz and all were found to be in 

order. A breakdown of the yearly income and 

expenses are available at the desk if anyone would 

like to look them. 

 

Editorôs Report: 

Ryan Wersal stated to the membership that the 

September newsletter will be sent out in October 

this year in order to include events of the Annual 

meeting.  Any information that needs to be included 

should be sent to Ryan as soon as possible. 

Terry Goldsby made a motion to accept the Officer 

Reports as presented, Jeremy Slade seconded and 

voice vote made by all to accept. 

 

Committee Reports 

Program Committee, Site Selection: 

No report. 

 

Editorial Committee:  

No report. (Covered in Editorôs report) 

 

Scholarship Committee: 

The annual scholarship award will be presented at 

the Banquet. 

 

Membership Committee: 

The new Secretary will send out an e-mail to 

remind those, not in attendance, to update their 

membership. 

 

Website Committee: 

Send photos to Ryan Wersal to be included on the 

banner on the MSAPMS website. 

 

Presentations of the workshop will be available on 

the website next week. 

 

Internal Audit:  

Covered in Treasurerôs Report 

 

Nominating Committee: 

The following slate was presented to the 

membership: 

 

President-Elect ï Sherry Whitaker 

Secretary ï Cliff Young 

Treasurer ï Craig Aguillard 

Editor ï Ryan Wersal 

Director (1 yr term) - Harvey Hawkins 

Director (2 yr term) ï Melissa Barron 

Director (2 yr term) ï Josh Yerby 

 

No nominations were made from the floor.  Jason 

Carlee made a motion to accept this slate of 

nominees, Jim Petta seconded, voice vote by all to 

accept. 

 

A motion was made by Cliff Young to accept the 

committee reports.  Terry Goldsby seconded, voice 

vote by all to accept. 
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Old Business 

A By-laws change was voted on by the Board and 

was presented to the membership in the May 

newsletter.  The change is as follows: 

 

Current By-Laws Read:  
Section I. Term of Office. The President, President 

Elect, and Immediate Past President serve for one (l) 

year in those capacities and may not succeed 

themselves. The Secretary, Treasurer, and Editor, 

elected annually, may be elected to six consecutive 

annual terms. Two (2) directors shall be elected each 

year for a two (2) year term of office, and may be 

elected for a consecutive term, but then must 

relinquish said office of Director for a like period of 

time equal to their term of office. Officers and 

Directors elected at any annual meeting shall begin 

their duties at the close of said meeting.  

 

Proposed Change Will Read:  

Section I. Term of Office. The President, President 

Elect, and Immediate Past President serve for one year 

in those capacities and may not succeed themselves.  

 

The Secretary, Treasurer, and Editor, offices do not 

have term limits, but must be elected annually by the 

membership. Two (2) directors shall be elected each 

year for a two (2) year term of office, and may be 

elected for a consecutive term, but then must 

relinquish said office of Director for a like period of 

time equal to their term of office. Officers and 

Directors elected at any annual meeting shall begin 

their duties at the close of said meeting. 

 

A motion was made by Jason Carlee to accept the 

change to the bylaws, Jeremy Slade seconded the 

motion.  The motion was unanimously by a voice vote 

of the Society. 

 

New Business 

None 

 

Terry Goldsby made a motion to adjourn the 

meeting, David Webb seconded and the meeting 

was adjourned by voice vote at 11:55 a.m. 
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Oral presentations will be 15 minutes, including questions.  Presentations are encouraged on all aspects of 

aquatic and wetland plant management, biology, and ecology.  Presenters are requested to register for the 

conference. 

 

Please e-mail the Title Form, attached below, and a brief abstract (250 words or less) by June 31, 2013: 

 

Sherry Whitaker 

US Army Engineer Research and Development Center 

sherry.l.whitaker@usace.army.mil 

 

A computer and projector to handle Power Point presentations will be provided.  No other presentation format 

will be supported.  Please bring your presentation on a USB compatible flash or CD. 

 

 

Title Form  
 

Title:  ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Corresponding Author:  _____________________________________________________________ 

 

Affiliation:________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address:  _______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone:  ________________________ E-mail:  ________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

PLEASE DO NOT DELAY.  MAKE PLANS TO ATTEND, PRESENT, AND PARTICIPATE IN THIS 

CONFERENCE. INVITE THOSE YOU ASSOCIATE WITH TO SUBMIT AN ABSTRACT AS WELL! 

 

 

MidSouth Aquatic Plant Management 
Society 3 2nd  Annual Conference  

Harrah's Grand Tunica  
Tunica, MS   

September 16 -18, 201 3 
 

First Call for Papers  
 

mailto:sherry.l.whitaker@usace.army.mil
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Editorial Guidelines 
The MidSouth Aquatic Plant Management Society 

 
Font: Times New Roman, size 12 

 

Title :  Bold, upper case.  Align Left.  End with period. 

 

Author :  Name follows Title, sentence case.  Underline name of presenting author.  Separate authors with 

commas.  End with semicolon. 

 

Affiliation :  Sentence case.  Include authorôs affiliation, address with zip code, e-mail address.  If needed, insert 

semicolon and follow with second authorôs information.  If there are three or more authors, add superscripts for 

clarity (for example, John Smith
1
).

 
 Justify. 

 

Body of Abstract:  Leave one blank line between title/author/affiliations and the body of the abstract. No 

indentation; one paragraph only.  Justify. 

 

Scientific Names:  For plants, animals, and microbes, etc., use the WSSA approved common name followed by 

the genus and species names in italics, wherever possible (for example, diquat dibromide). 

 

Scientific Units:  Use of Metric or English units are acceptable.  Use of standard abbreviations is acceptable. 

 

See example below: 

 

 
LITTORAL ZONE PLANT COMMUNITIES IN THE ROSS BARNETT RESERV OIR, MS. 

 

Wersal, R.M
1
, J.D. Madsen

1
 and M.L. Tagert

2
; 

1
GeoResouces Institute, Mississippi State University, Box 

9652 Mississippi State, MS 39762-9652, rwersal@gri.msstate.edu. 
2
 Mississippi Water Resources 

Research Institute, Mississippi State University, Box 9680 Mississippi State, MS 39762-9680 

 

The Ross Barnett Reservoir is a 33,000 acre surface water impoundment created on the Pearl River near 

Jackson, Mississippi.  The Reservoir is the primary source of potable water for the city of Jackson.  It 

provides recreational opportunities in the form of fishing, boating, water sports, and onshore camping and 

hiking.  In recent years, non-native aquatic macrophytes have increased in distribution, impeding 

navigation, fishing, and reduced the aesthetics of waterfront properties.  We conducted a whole-lake 

survey in June 2005 to assess the distribution and abundance of plant communities in the Reservoir to 

serve as a starting point for a long term management plan.  In October 2006 a survey of the littoral zone 

(water depths of Ò 10 feet) was conducted based on the points sampled in 2005.  A plant rake was 

deployed at each of 508 points visited.  Species presence was mapped using handheld computers outfitted 

with GPS receivers, and data stored in database templates using Farm Site Mate software.  A total of 21 

aquatic or riparian plant species were observed growing in or along the shoreline of the littoral zone.  

American lotus and water primrose were the most common plant species observed in the littoral zone 

(17.7 % and 7.4% respectively).  Non-native plants included alligatorweed (Alternanthera philoxeroides) 

(3.9%), waterhyacinth (Eichhornia crassipes) (2.9%), and hydrilla (Hydrilla verticillata) (0.6%).  

Bladderwort (Utricularia vulgaris), a native submersed aquatic plant was also observed (0.4%) for the 

first time.  Overall, species occurrence was lower during in 2006 than in 2005. 
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2013 MidSouth Aquatic 

Plant Management 

Society Scholarship 

Opportunity  
 

The MSAPMS is seeking 

applications for the 2013 

graduate student scholarship to 

be awarded at the 2013 annual 

meeting.  We request that the 

successful applicant attend the 

meeting and give a presentation, 

if possible.  One scholarship of 

$2,000 will be awarded to a 

qualified student applicant. 

 

To apply, The Scholarship 

Committee should receive the 

following information before 

June 1, 2013: 

 

1.  A cover letter which 

includes the applicantôs 

previous, current, and future 

relationship to the aquatic plant 

management industry, and a 

comment on the importance of 

the proposed research to aquatic 

plant management. 

 

2.  Copies of unofficial or 

official transcripts of 

undergraduate and any graduate 

work completed to date (these 

transcripts may be those issued 

directly to the student by the 

institution); 

 

3.  A letter from the student's 

major professor recommending 

the student for the scholarship, 

indicating that the student is 

currently enrolled and in good 

standing and has had their 

research proposal approved by 

their graduate advisory 

committee; 

 

4.  A copy of the approved graduate research proposal; and 

 

5.  One letter of recommendation, other than the major professor. 

 

All submissions may be made with either hardcopy, addressed as below, 

or electronically via e-mail. 

 

To enter an application or request more information, contact: 

 

Dr. John D. Madsen 

Mississippi State University 

Geosystems Research Institute 

Box 9627 

Mississippi State, MS 39762-9627 

Ph. 662-325-2428 

E-mail.  jmadsen@gri.msstate.edu 

 

mailto:jmadsen@gri.msstate.edu
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For Immediate Release 
 

SCIENTISTS RECOMMEND BANISHING DANGEROUS  

AQUATIC WEED FROM WATER GARDENS  
 

Contact: Lee Van Wychen, Director of Science Policy for the Weed Science Society of America 

Lee.VanWychen@wssa.net 

202-746-4686 
 

Lawrence Kansas ï January 14, 2013 - If you are tempted to purchase a lovely specimen of crested floating 

heart (Nymphoides cristata) for your backyard water garden, you might want to reconsider. While this plant is 

marketed as an ornamental lily, experts from the Weed Science Society of America (WSSA) say it can be a real 

nuisance if it escapes its intended home ï impacting water supplies and hydropower production, disrupting 

natural ecosystems and impeding recreational activities such as boating, swimming and fishing.  

 

Crested floating heart has highly invasive traits that are making it a major weed in Southeastern bodies of water. 

Despite intense control efforts, escaped plants have thrived in cypress swamps, lakes and water management 

canals across Florida since the late 1990s. By 2006 crested floating heart had made its way to South Carolina's 

Lake Marion, a large body of water sometimes characterized as an inland sea. In just two years, a 20-acre 

infestation ballooned to more than 2,000 acres. The latest estimates suggest it now covers 6,000 acres of the 

lake's surface.  

 

"Despite the danger it represents, crested floating heart is still readily available online and through local garden 

stores," says Ken Langeland, Ph.D., University of Florida Center for Aquatic and Invasive Plants. "Until 

regulators address the problem by eliminating the source of supply, buyers are encouraged to beware."  

 

Crested floating heart was introduced to the U.S. from Asia. It grows quickly and forms dense canopies that 

float along the surface of a body of water.  

 

Unfortunately crested floating heart is also easily spread. Small plant fragments can be transported by wind, 

flowing water, boats and trailers. In addition, clusters of miniature plants called "ramets" can easily break away 

from established colonies of the plant to spread and take root elsewhere.  

 

To date, scientists have found little in their aquatic weed toolbox to be effective in the battle against crested 

floating heart. Despite the large mass of leaves floating on the water surface, foliar herbicides, including those 

that work effectively on other floating-leaf aquatic weeds, have had little success. Weed-eating sterile grass carp 

don't like crested floating heart, and attempts at mechanical harvesting have actually spread the plant by 

breaking off small fragments. It has survived a lowering of water levels and even freezing temperatures.  

 

In the absence of effective control measures, many communities have resorted to training volunteers to detect 

and report new infestations in the hope that the weed can be isolated and contained. They also caution water 

enthusiasts to clean boats and trailers carefully after navigating waters and shorelines that might be infested.  

 

"It i s clear that additional research is necessary to develop effective controls," Langeland says. "In the 

meantime, it is important that each of us do our part to minimize the spread of crested floating heart. Buy native 

mailto:Lee.VanWychen@wssa.net
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species for your water garden or those non-native species that have proven unlikely to become invaders. If you 

already have crested floating heart, remove it immediately and dispose of it far from any body of water."  

 

Additional Background on Crested Floating Heart and Its Relatives  

¶ Crested floating heart reproduces 

vegetatively from tubers, daughter 

plants, rhizomes and small 

fragments.  

¶ It features small white flowers that 

bloom from summer to fall.  

¶ Each flower has five petals with 

ruffled crests that resemble a 

rooster's comb.  

¶ Heart-shaped leaves float on the 

water's surface, supported by 

slender tuberous roots that are 

typically submerged in sediment.  

¶ The plant can grow in shallow 

drainage ditches and along 

shorelines, but also has been found 

to thrive in 10 feet or more of 

water.  

¶ Yellow floatingheart (Nymphoides peltata) and water snowflake (Nymphoides indica) are also known to 

be invaders.  

¶ Big floatingheart (Nyphoides aquatica) and little floatingheart (Nyphoides cordata) are native to North 

America.  

For further information on crested floating heart and other invasive species, visit www.invasive.org.  

About the Weed Science Society of America:  
The Weed Science Society of America, a nonprofit scientific society, was founded in 1956 to encourage and 

promote the development of knowledge concerning weeds and their impact on the environment. The Weed 

Science Society of America promotes research, education and extension outreach activities related to weeds, 

provides science-based information to the public and policy makers, fosters awareness of weeds and their 

impact on managed and natural ecosystems, and promotes cooperation among weed science organizations 

across the nation and around the world. For more information, visit www.wssa.net. 

An infestation of crested floating heart in South Carolina.  

Photo courtesy of Larry McCord, Santee Cooper, 

Bugwood.org. 

 

The large root mass of a crested floating 

heart plant.  

Photo courtesy of Leif Willey, University of 

Florida. 

 

The distinctive, crested petals of the crested 

floating heart plant.  

Photo courtesy of Leif Willey, University of Florida. 

 

http://www.invasive.org/
http://www.wssa.net/
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MSAPMS Board of Directors will hold 

their next board meeting at Mississippi 

State University in March 2013. 
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