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Message from the President 
Message from the President.  
 
Happy New Year fellow Mid-South Aquatic Plant Management members! Hope this message finds you and 
yours happy and healthy as we start another, what is sure to be a challenging year in aquatic plant management. 
Certainly hope you enjoyed the 37th Annual Training Conference in Chattanooga, TN this past November. It was 
only the second time since the inception of the society, that the meeting has been held in TN. By all accounts, we 
plan on going back in the not so distant future, it was a great location and venue. Our annual workshop included a 
tour of the Tennessee Aquarium Conservation Institute where we learned about concerted efforts to propagate 
sensitive fish species and culminated at the spectacular Tennessee Aquarium. After our tour, we followed up the 
next day and a half with an excellent slate of speakers and presenters.  
 
My personal favorite, was the highly impactful presentation on driver safety given by Tennessee State Trooper, 
Lt. John Harmon. Suffice it to say, there were few dry eyes in the room when it was over and hopefully will lead 
to everyone taking heed of the message; slow down, put your phone down and buckle up! I would venture to 
guess that as a society we probably spend more time on the road driving than we do on the water, so please be 
safe out there! 
 
The meeting had participation from several student papers culminating with doctoral candidate, Charles Wahl 
from Louisiana State University being awarded the student scholarship. The meeting was capped off with a spe-
cial award given to Carlton Layne being recognized as an Honorary Member of MSAPMS. 
 
For this upcoming year, there are several issues of which to be aware. First, is the Waters of the United States 
Rule (WOTUS). As of this writing in late January, due to the government shutdown, no action has been taken 
following the release of the pre-publication of the revised rule defining the "waters of the U.S." Following the 
government restarting, the rule can be published in the Federal Register and then a comment period can open, so 
look for this to occur sometime in 2019. 
 
The other issue that we all encounter as a society is properly informing 
the general public about the science behind what we do as a profession 
and also performing our jobs to maintain an ecosystem balance in 
aquatic systems. In my humble opinion, we have some of the finest, 
most compassionate, knowledgeable and hardworking individuals who 
represent our industry. It can, at times be disconcerting that what we do 
is often misconstrued or shown in a light that is not wholly  
representative of what we have been trained to do and execute. 
 
That's why knowledge is key in educating the public and as a society, 
we are proud to help fill this need. This year, we are heading back to 
the Bayou for our 38th Annual Conference at the Hilton Baton Rouge 
Capitol Center from November 3-6, 2019! We will be sending out more 
information in the near future and hoping to see you in Baton Rouge for 
what is sure to be a great meeting! 
 
Thank you for allowing me to represent the MSAPMS as your  
president, if there is anything I can do for you, please feel free to  
contact me. 
 
Warmest Regards, 
Scott Jackson 
 



 

 

2018 Awards and  
Recognitions 

The 37th Annual Mid-South  

Aquatic Plant Management  

Conference  
Chattanooga, TN 
November 2018  

Carlton Layne recognized as an honorary member 

Dr. Ryan Wersal received the Presidentôs Award 

Jeremy Slade recognized for his service as 

President of MSAPMS 



37th Annual Mid-South Aquatic 

Plant Management Conference 
Chattanooga, TN 

Gray Turnage, Craig Aguillard, Sherry Whitaker, and Warren 

Wagner recognized for their service on the Board of  

Directors 

Congratulations to the Student Presenters

(Left to Right: Kennedy Calhoun,  

Autumn Dunn, and Eryn Molloy) 

2019 MSAPMS Board of Directors  



37th Annual Mid-South Aquatic 

Plant Management Conference 

A huge thanks to Eryn Molloy and Brett Hartis for providing pictures of the MSAPMS Conference! 



Dr. Mike Netherland 
Beloved Colleague, Collaborator,     
Scientist, Mentor, and Friend... 

Many of us were fortunate to have known a very unique and special ERDC

-EL employee, Dr. Michael Netherland. Mike was a friend, colleague, and 

mentor to our team members and many others in the field of aquatic 

plant management. Mike was the embodiment of a kind, decent, and  

responsible individual. Sadly, Mike lost his battle with brain cancer last 

month, just shy of his 55th birthday.  His wife Marci (who previously 

worked in EL) and their children were by his side. 
 

When Mike arrived in Vicksburg in 1988, he quickly became a technical star on our R&D team, and much of 

his work led to the most innovative aquatic plant control practices during the past 25 years.  Following a 

decade of research in Vicksburg, Mike completed his PhD via long-term training at the University of  

Florida.  After a short spell with private industry, leading an international R&D group, Mike returned to EL 

and was stationed off-site in Gainesville, FL, for the last 14 years of his ERDC tenure. 
 

During his professional years, Mike became the consummate applied scientist. He always developed his  

research approaches with the publicôs benefit in mind.  He was well-published in the open literature, and 

spent many hours presenting his work to his colleagues and customers - with great passion and style.  He 

was able to clearly translate complicated technical issues into readily understandable solutions and  

recommendations for improving aquatic plant management.  And he performed that communication in a 

manner that scientists, students, managers, regulators, property owners, anglers, private sector, and policy 

makers could easily comprehend, appreciate, and retain . 
 

His ground breaking research continues to influence scientists 

throughout the country and around the world.  Mike was a true 

collaborator in every sense of the word - both inside and outside 

of the USACE. Mike relentlessly lived our motto, Essayons (Let 

us try), and that was how he lived his life. He was held in the 

highest regard within his profession, epitomizing the essence of a 

scientist serving the public. If a role model could be fashioned for 

young scientists to emu- late, it would be in the image of Dr. 

Mike Netherland. 
 

Our team will continue to keep his legacy alive, strive to learn 

from the lessons he taught us, and draw strength from his  

courage and indomitable spirit. Mikeôs wisdom and counsel,  

intellect and wit, and humble nature will be greatly missed. 

 

Kurt Getsinger  

Linda Nelson  

Chris Mudge  

Angela Poovey 



 

 

Mr. James Scott Lankford (Scotty) 

June 12, 1941 - January 1, 2019 

 

 

 

James Scott Lankford (Scotty), age 77, passed away January 1, 2019 in his Huntsville home after a valiant battle 

with cancer. His family, friends, and firm belief in God supported him in his struggle and ultimately gave him 

peace. 

Scotty was born to the late Homer Truett and Mary Rivers Lankford in Hollywood, AL on June 12, 1941. He is 

survived by his devoted wife and best friend of 57 years - Joyce Huber Lankford; sister Carolyn Lankford and 

brother Michael Lankford (wife Carolyn); sons Todd Lankford (Paige) and Mark Lankford (Lisa); grandchildren 

Jana Kirksey,Johnathan Lankford, Jeffrey Lankford, Brent Lankford, Jordan Brook, Jay Lankford, Peyton 

Lankford, and Josh Lankford. 

Scotty graduated Scottsboro High School in 1959, where he was a standout basketball and baseball player. Upon 

many awards and championships, he was awarded a basketball scholarship to Florence State College and was 

one of the famous ñHustling Eight from Florence Stateò going to the first National Championship Tournament 

in school history. In 1961, Scotty enlisted in the United States Air Force and ultimately became the USAF 

ñCombative Measuresò Judo Instructor; later winning the Mid-West 180lb Judo Championship. Upon his Hon-

orable Discharge in 1965, he returned to Florence State tocomplete a degree in Biology which served him well 

in his position with Alabama Power/Southern Company for 35 years. During his career as a biologist, he served 

as past President of the Mid-South Aquatic Plant Management Society and past President ofthe Alabama Vec-

tor Management Society. 

Scotty enjoyed teaching and coaching many young athletes during his lifetime. He always stressed the importance 

of a strong work ethic, physical conditioning, mental sharpness and always portraying an example of what a posi-

tive attitude can achieve. In 2017, Scottywas inducted into the Jackson County Sports Hall of Fame. 

Scotty was a faithful member of First United Methodist Church of Scottsboro and served as a loving Christian 

example for his family. Words that have been used by close friends and family to describe Scotty are hardwork-

ing, witty, humorous, animated, positive, uplifting, motivating, smart, teacher, mentor, coach, giving, loving, 

outdoorsman, and a rock. Some of Scottyôs own last words expressed his joyful life ï  

ñI have been so lucky. I loved my wife and she loved me. I loved my children and they loved me. I loved my 

work. I had close friends. I love the life God gave me. I was so very blessed!ò 

A Memorial service will be held at First United Methodist Church of Scottsboro on Saturday January 5, 2019 at 

1:00pm with a Reception to follow. Dr. Steve Screws will officiate the ceremony and celebration of Scottyôs life. 

Flowers can be sent to the church at1105 S Broad Street ï Scottsboro, AL 35768. In lieu of flowers, donations 

can be accepted to St. Jude Childrenôs Research Hospital or First United Methodist Church ofScottsboro. 


